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GATHERING ~ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Bold type = Assembly

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. Let us give thanks
for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and planted us in
a well-watered garden.

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again
with the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water
everywhere.

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen



(ELW 377)

GATHERING HYMN “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!”
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1 Al - le - lu - ia! Je - sus is ris - en!
2 Walk-ing the way, Christ in the cen - ter
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;
4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, be si - lent:
5 Cit - vy of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er,
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Trum - pets e - sound-ing in glo - 1 - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - 1y to 0 - pen our eyes;
life in the Spir - it the fruit  of the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je - 1u - sa - lem, Je - sus the Lamb,
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Splen-dor,  the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break-ing  our bread, giv - ing us glo - 1y
heav - en to earth, Christ  to the peo - ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O  grave, be o - pen!
rnv - er of life, saints and arch - an -  gels,
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God  has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us in won - der, a - dorn us in light.
sing withcre - a - tion to God the I Am!
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Je - sus 1s ris - en and we  shall a - rise.
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Give God the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1969 Conteinporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress.




GREETING

The grace of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God,

your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to
follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

WORD ~ God speaks to us in seripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING ACTS 7:55-60

**Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. **“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!” °’But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all
rushed together against him. **Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him;
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. **While they were
stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” “"Then he knelt down and cried out
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PsaLM 31:1-5, 15-16 (Read in unison)

'In you, O LoRD, have | taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your
righteousness.

“Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.

’Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for
the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.

“Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of
strength.

“Into your hands | commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lorb, God of truth.
My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those
who persecute me.

'°Let your face shine up-on your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”



SECOND READING (For your own reading) FIRST PETER 2:2-10

’Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation—>if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

“Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and °like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. °For it stands in
scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever
believes in him will not be put to shame.”

"To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” ®and “A stone that makes them
stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they
were destined to do.

®But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light.

%Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises” Refrain Only (ELW 535)
Refrain— sung twice each time ’
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Ha - le - lu-yal Pe-lo tsa ro - na, di tha -
Hal - le - lu-jah! We sing your prais - es, all our
_9_# T | - — T ]
G e = . + .+ o
J T
bi - le ka - o - fe - la. Ha - le - lu-ya!l Pe-lo tsa
hearts are filled with glad - ness. Hal - le - lu-jah! We sing your
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prais-es, all our hearts are filled with glad - ness.



GOSPEL JOHN 14:1-14
The holy gospel according to Saint John, the 14™ chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ““Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in
me. °In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would | have told
you that | go to prepare a place for you? *And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
again and will take you to myself, so that where | am, there you may be also. “And you know
the way to the place where I am going.” “Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where
you are going. How can we know the way?” “Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 'If you know me, you will know
my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” “Jesus said to him,
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? ’Do you not believe that | am in
the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own; but
the Father who dwells in me does his works. "Believe me that | am in the Father and the Father
is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. “Very truly, | tell
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater
works than these, because | am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. *If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do
it.”

This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

a



HYMN OF THE DAY “You Are the Way ” (ELW 758)
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1 You are the way; to you a -lone from sin and death we  flee;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true  wis-dom can im - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth,the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
yvou on - ly can in - form the mind and pu - r - fy the heart.

and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
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Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615
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THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION & THE PEACE

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
The Pastor and the Assembly greet each other in the peace of Christ.

MusicAL OFFERING ~ Leslie Heffner “It is Well With My Soul ” Philip P. Bliss
(Pause and listen as desired)
OFFERING

This is normally the place in the service where we would collect the offering. We do understand
that this pandemic is making many people uneasy, and that finances are a concern for some
among us. We do ask that you please remember that our expenses continue, as well, even while
we are practicing social distancing; that we still have bills to pay and the day to day costs of
running a church to cover. We humbly and prayerfully ask that — if at all possible — you
continue to be faithful to your financial commitment to Grace.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen

MusiCAL OFFERING “Lord, I Give My Heart to You” Joseph M. Martin
(Pause and listen as desired)
CONCLUDING PRAYER

Almighty God, we humbly thank you for your goodness to us and to all that you have made. We
praise you for your creation, for keeping us and all things in your care, and for all the blessings
of life. Above all, we bless you for your immeasurable love in redeeming the world by our
Lord, Jesus Christ. Give us such an awareness of your mercies that with thankful hearts we
praise you, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving ourselves to your service and by
living into your gifts of holiness and righteousness all of our days; through Jesus Christ, our
risen Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all worship and praise, now and forever.
Amen (ELW p. 74)



SENDING ~ Gool blesses us and sends us in misston to the world.

BLESSING

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, & Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you
now and forever. Amen

SENDING HYMN “Now the Green Blade Rises” (ELW 379)
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I Now the green blade r1is - es from the bur-ied  grain,
2 In the grave they laid him, love by ha-tred slain,
3 Forth he came at Eas - ter like the T1i1s - en grain,
4 When our hearts are win - ftry, griev-ing, or in pain,
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wheat that  in  dark earth man -y days has  lain;
think - ing that he would nev-er wake a - gain,
he that for three days in  the grave had lain;
your touch can call us back to life a - gain,
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love lives a - gain, that with the dead has been;
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps un - seen;
raised from the dead, my liv - ing Lord 1s seen;
fields of our Thearts that dead and bare have been;
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love 1s come a - gain like wheat a - r1is - ing  green.

Text: John Macleod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Music: NOEL NOUVELET, French carol
Text from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved.



DiIsMISSAL

Christ is risen, just as he said.

He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
We will! Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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